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TENCEL® production process

Wood pulp is shredded and mixed with NMMO
(N-methylmorpholine-N-oxide) and water

The water is evaporated from the slurry by stirring in
a vacuum vessel at elevated temperature

When the water content drops below a certain level the
cellulose will be dissolved to form a “dope”

The dope is filtered

The dope is extruded through tiny holes (spinning jets) with high pressure and high
viscosity into a spinning bath containing an aqueous solution of NMMO

The filaments are gathered together to form a tow – a rope of parallel filaments

The tow is cleaned by countercurrent 
washing with water

The tow is cut into staple fibers

The tow is bleached (option)

The finish is applied

The tow is dried

The tow is crimped

The tow is cut into staple fibers

The fibers are baled

A mat is formed and cleaned by 
countercurrent washing with water

The fibers are treated with H2O2

The finish is applied

The fibers are dried

The fibers are opened

The fibers are baled
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